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genetically engineered crops while the effects of GE
crops are studied further. In Minnesota Sfate
legislators have introduced three separéte bills,
one would place a five-year moratorium on the
planting of genetically engineered crops, the second
would place liability of an environmental damage
caused by eﬁgineered‘crops squarely on ﬁhe seed
companies and not farmers, and the final bill is a
strict mandatory labeling bill. In Michigan a
strict labeling bill has been introduced at the
State legislature. In West Virginia -- and it goes
on and on, Maryland and New York and Berkley and
Boston.

I'd also like to share with you some
information from a book called Another World is
Possible, sharing the information from the World
Social Forum in Porto Alegre, Brazil, where many of
the.people of the southern countries and in the
south, third-world countries have come together
talking about different issues, and one of them is
food and food sovereignty and the GMO issue. And I
agree with their statement when they say that
genetic resources are the result of millennia of
evolution and belong to all of humanity._ Therefore,

there should be a prohibition on biopiracy and
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patents on living organisms, including the
development of sterile varieties through genetic
engineering processes.

Seeds are the patrimony of all humanity. The

- monopolization by a number of transnational

corporations of the technologies to create GMOs
represents a grave threat to the people's food

sovereignty. At the same time, in light of the fact

"that the effects of GMOs on health and the

“environment are unknown, we demand a ban on open

experimentation, production, and marketing until
there is a conclusive knowledge of their nature and
impact strictly applying the precautionary
principle. |

People have the right to a safe and a
permanent food free of genetically modified
organisms. I'd like to quote Mr. Miguel Altieri.

He is one of the scientist experts in this --

KOLLER: Three minutes.

MR. JOHNSTON: -- on a case of a GM Free Sustainable World

put out by the Independent Science Panel. You can
find it on foodfirst.org. It's rather 1ong,vand it
details the scientific reasons why GMOs is bad for
humanity énd the planet. And he saysvthat -- he

quotes the situation in Cuba, not that -- the
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political situation is not what I'm talking about,
but more about what they've done with organic
farming there. The Cuban experience has
demonstrated the adoption of agri ecological methods
can bring about productive and economic benefits in
a socially equitable manner. The advances achieved
by Cuba offers a valuable set of‘lessons for the
millions of people throughout’the world who are
committed to a truly sustainable agriculture. There
are sustainable alternatives to GMOs. There are
organic methods that we can do research and Hawaii
céﬁ become a center for --

MS. KOLLER; Four minutes.

MR. JOHNSTON: -- organic seeds, and it's becoming more
like -- it's more valuable to have organic seeds.
Thank you.

CHAIR JOHNSON: Thank you very much, David. Are there any

questions for David? Thank you for coming. |
Dr. Sally Irwin, followed by B. Bogorad.

MS. IRWIN: Hi. Good afternocon. My name is Sally Irwin,
and I have a Ph.D. in plant genetics from the
UniVersity of California at Davis. I spent ten
?ears in college and two years doing post doctoral
research for the University of Hawaii studying plant

genetics. For the past five years I've been an
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instructor at Maui Community Coilege teaching
microbiology, chemistry, and genetics. I was
interested in GMO‘technology>early in my college .
career because I waé interested in agriculture and
in helping ease worid hunger. I saw this technology
as a possible way to increase yields, decrease
chemical use, reduce costs, and grow crops in poor
soils under extreme conditions. 

Over the past 17 years I have been involved
with GMOs in one of three capacities, which include
research, studying this technology, and teaching
students about it. Let me say up front that it is
my professional opinion that this technology is
safe. Not only is GMO technology safe, it has been
proveﬁ to iﬁqrease biodiversity in insects and
birds -- and thatvwas -- has been due to a reduction
in dhemical use and an increase in no-till
fafming -- increase‘yields, and help provide
sustainable crops for people living in remote and
environmentally extreme areas of the world. Aand
there is Crop Biotech News, that is a weekly report
that's a Worldwide report that you can get off the
Internet that will give you many examples of this.

It seems that many people fear this

technology. From my conversations with such people,

/
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I have come to believe that-this fear is rooted in a
fundamental lack of understanding of the technology.
Fear of the unknown is of course very normal.
However, to base one's judgment and perhaps even
public policy on fear is a shame. I believe we have
the resources to bring to the table true experts who
have the formal training necessary to address the
complex and technical issues of biotechnology. We
do not need to make‘decisions based in fear and
ignorande.

I believe another misconception lies in the
idea that scientists doing thié type_of research are
directly benefitting from it financially. I can
personally attest to the factvthat in general the
benefits to the researchers lie in the gratification
that comes from answering difficult and important
questions in science and improﬁing our world through
the sharing of that knowledge. Financialibenefit
will come to the top people in large companies and
sometimes government positions but not usually with
the individuals who are actually doing the research
and establishing the safety requirements.

This is the beauty of science. I cannot
think of another group in which personal -- in which

personal integrity and ethics are held so high and
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CHAIR

tested so diligeﬁtly as in science. Part of this
ethics lies in the very nature of research, having
to deliver repeatable results and being peer
reviewed, and part of it seems to lie in the
opennéss and sharing of this knowiedge within the
scientific world community.

In conclusion, based on many vears of my own
education and the results of extensive research done
throughout the world, I feel that biotechnoldgy in
agriculture is well regulated and should be
encouraged in Hawaii. This is not to say that there
are not potential problems to be encountered, rather
that all the current evidence indicates that those
risks are minimal and the potential and observed
benefits are great. Thank you.

JOHNSON: Thank you,‘Dr. Irwin. Are there any
questions? Seeing none.

Our next testifier is B. Bogorad, and if you
have not signed up to testify, she will be our last
testifier, so if you wish to sign up, please do so

now.

MS. BOGORAD: Hello. My name's Barbara Bogorad, and I've

been a member of Hawaiian Organic Farmers
Association for eight years. I'm also a hosting

member of Willing Workers on Organic Farms and a
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founding member of GMO Free Maui. Today I speak for
myself as a nursery owner and a papaya farmer. Make
no mistaké, this technology is incredibly dangerous
and the ramifications.of unleashing these foreign
genes on nature is profound. These businesses,
these companies are changing life as we know it at
breakneck speeds.

After sailing around the world I came to Maui
28 years ago. During my years of sailing I saw
incredible places,'but Maui was so magnificent and
pristine I knew I wanted to spend my life here. I
always likevto lock at the bright side of things. I
like to look at and appreciaté all the gifts and all
the blessings we are given. I.really like to foéus
on all the possibilities we have as individuals and
all the great possibilities we have as a collective
culture. It really saddens me to see all of'us
Spending this much effort and attentioﬁ towards . an
issue that is so obviously very, very negative and
very wrong. |

Today I received the materials which will
enéble us to test for and detect.genetic
contamination. I will be providing that test for
the public in the very near future; Why is the

responsibility for this test coming to us as small
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farmers? A few months ago when I went to a
presentation by the biotech community and asked them
how I was supposed to protect my papayas from their
contaminated pollen, they quite frankly told me that
it was up to me to test my treesg and then after I
find each papaya tree to be free from cdntamination,
I mﬁst then from that point on and forever bag every
single flower to assure that when the flower turned
into a fruit it would be free from genetic
contamination. Who is going to pay for these tests?
Who's going to>pay for these bags? Who's going to
pay for the labor costs? Who's going to be liable
for cleaning up this horrible mess?

If these geneticists are SQ smart, they
better get to work coming up with a method for

cleaning this mess up. In many cases farmers don't

-want to know. If we find contamination, we would

theoretically not own our crops anymore, not that we

‘would want them. These companies have taken legal

action over -- against over 400 North American
farmers for the crime of seed saving. That's a
tradition that has existed siﬁce the beginning of
time. It is wrong and even evil to patent life and
life-giving food. With the wonder of being

civilized man, we could easily provide water and
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healthy seed to everyone on this planet.

Please think of all the ramifications of
growing these diseases, these pharmaceuticals, and
these chemicals --

MS. KOLLER: Three minutes.

MS. BOGORAD: -- and other unknowns in‘the opeh air oh our
islands. The real solutidn is called sustainable
farming. Agriculture is a natural process.  Nature
just needs a little bit of nurturing to provide us
with all the food and clothing and shelter we need.
There is an abundance on this planet. Open up any
piece of fruit and count the seeds. Howvmany
possibilities do you need? We must stop industrial
agriculture. Industrial agriculture grows problems
in its style of monocropping.

We shouldn't be shipping food with petro. We
need to support local farms and bring the farming
back to the community. We need to teach\our young
children in every school about growing food. And if
after learning the natural laws people don't want to
farm, at least there wouid be an understanding and
most of all a respect for nature. 'That seems to be:
the fundamental --

MS. KOLLER: Four minutes.

MS. BOGORAD: -- problem in the biotech agriculture

RALPH ROSENBERG COURT REPORTERS, INC.
» (808) 524-2090 '



PA 9/18/03 121

10

11

12

13

14

15

16

17

18

19

20

21

22

"23

24

25

comﬁunity. There is no respect for nature. 2Am I --
can I go on?

CHAIR JOHNSON: Do you have much more? Because --

MS. BOGORAD: No, just twévmore sentences.

CHAIR JOHNSON: Okay, just conclude your sentences.

MS. BOGORAD: Genetically altered nature and genetically
altered food creates a dumbed down humaﬁity and a |
spiritually deadened community. Genetically altered
nature creates a humanity that's easy té control.
Healthy food creates morall?, spiritually,
émOtionally; and physically healthy people and a
healthy culture. 1Isn't that what we want?

CHAIR JOHNSON: Thank you véry much, Barbara. Are there
any questions? Seeihg none.

We've received two more requests to testify,
Mr. Chuck Boerner, if you could come forward, and
he'll be followed by our last person signed up to
testify, Vincent "Nohea" Mina.

MR. BOERNER: Good afternoon, and thank ybu, Jo Anne, for
putting this meeting togethef and Members of the Ag
Committee, and thank everybody for being so patient
and still being here when I was able to arrive.
I'll make it short.

I'm a farmer up in Kipahulu, an organic

farmer. TIt's kind of my niche. I deliver direct to
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everybody and I sell direct and I ao fruit stands
and I gell my off-grade fruit to the smoothie stands
along the Hana Road and encourage business there. I
feel my rights are going to be taken away if this
GMO thing is allowed to develop on Maui. I'm not
going to be able to farm organically. I'm not going
tb be able to raise my family the way I'm doing.

I'm going to have to find another job. I won't

form -- farm inorganically. I have nothing against
commercial farming at all. It's genetically
engineered that's going to hit me in the pocketbook.
It's going to hit me in my life style. It's going
to take away -- one of the reasons I get up in the
morning is to farm and to -- and to grow something
healthy and good for people. I can't do it anyi
other way.

The economics of it is that I really feel
like in Kipahulu, where I live, we're going to make
a lot more money without GMO in there than we are
with GMO in there. We need that individuality, and

we can't let it be taken away by somebody who thinks

‘they own the wind. You can't own the wind and you

have to be responsible for whatever you put into the
wind and what contaminates your neighbors. 1It's

this individuality and these rights that I fear are
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being taken away from us. And if it were labeled or
if it were labeled, we would see it instantly in the
buying power of the public and we.neéd to pro-act on
this and,put‘all of our money.into that organic
basket; Thank you veryvmuch.

CHAIR JOHNSON: Thank you very much, Chuck. No qguestions?

Our final testifier will be Vincent "Nohea™

Mina.

MR. MINA; Aloha, everybody. My name is  Vincent "Nohea™
Mina. In such a serious issue, I'd like to bring
about a somewhat bit of levity to it. You know, I

really appreciate what Chuck just éhared. I'm an
organic farmer. I produce about 300 plus pounds.of
produce a week into the community, and it's really
heartening to me thét people come up to me and
comment about the produce and comment and the
vitality of the produce. Because in essence, you
know, when I get up in the morning, I want to feel
that my body is going -- is goiﬁg to respond to what
I spiritually want to, you know, experience in the
day, with the juice that I want to expfess that I
feel within. And so based on results, unless the
food that I eat personally is mineral rich, I don't
have that. I don't get that experience.

You know, I've been down the road of not

RALPH ROSENBERG COURT REPORTERS, INC.
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taking care of my body as well aé I need to be and
my body has let me know. You know, one thing
that -- two things that I found that don't lie, and
that is the body and the soil. So as above, so
below. And I see genetic -- GMO -- you know, I
heard a GMO meeting, I thought, oh, good, getting
Maui organic. Hey, I can go to that meeting.

You know, I kindbof look at, you know,

genetically engineered organisms were basically

created out of a dysfunction. You know, back when

they were using hydrous ammonia -- now hydrous
ammonia -- you know, the stuff that Tim McVeigh used
to bomb up the Federal building -- that was used to
clear space for runways during the war. It took --
it sucked the calcium out of the soil and just
basically made it literally cement, and so they had
a bunch of it left over. And it came to show
because‘it's so high in nitrogen that farmers were
able to use it to grow crops so fast, énd it's like
ka-ching, you know, the monetary value that came

from that. So they went for it big time, bought

- into it. Well, the chemical company sold it real

inexpensive, knowing that it wasn't going to support
the farmers' ability to continue to sustain that.

So pesticides came in when the bugs came in.

RALPH ROSENBERG COURT REPORTERS, INC.
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Now, the bugs and weeds aren't bad things,
guys. You know, they're not a bad thing. As a

matter of fact, they're a gift from nature, if you

understand about how the system works. So not to

get too farfetchéd here or not to make anybody
wrong - because I appreciate people like Warren
Watanabe, who's the President of the Farm Bureau and
éonventional farmer, because farmers understand
farmers! Everybody else eats. You know, whether
you're a conventional farmer or organic farmer, it's
not anything that's built around making the other
person wrong. It's about, you khow, what is our
interest?. What do we want to do?

You know, as a farmer,.I'm producing food we
all have to eat. You know, so I feel it's my
responsibility to produce food that's going to be
sustaining to the people that I'm -- that I'm
growing the food for, which is also my family, Yeah.

| So three minutes, I'm kind of jumping around.
I feel, though, very passionate about what I do, and
that's why, you know,bin speaking with Chuck I just
felt his passion and appreciate his passion around
what he does. We've got to level the playing field,
guys. Organic production of food needs the

A

resources, you know, to be able to --
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MS. KOLLER: Three minutes.

MR. MINA: -- have a result that we -- people can see.

Because based on results, that's how we'll be able

to find out what works, yeah. And so mark my woxrds,

you know, my -- I'll find the money. I mean, it's
gomething where, you know, it's -- as much as
companies have that -- like Monsanto and such has

gotten the money to develop what they've developed,
there's a lot of other -- there's a lot more money
out there to develop organic sustainable practices.
But we need to -- to, I feel, take a stand
that will support life-giving practices, and in that
spirit I just wouldn't —; I want to say thank you
for holding this forum and to locking at these
things, for the Council members to be hanging in
there and to have that responsibility of being here.
I'm sorry everyone else couldn't be. Thank you,
panel, all the people here. There's a lot of
familiar faces. And so it's really nice in a
community like this, in a small community like

this --

KOLLER: Four minutes.

MR. MINA: -- that whether -- whether you're one sgide or

the other, we're still, you know, people and we

still have -- we still want what's good for
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everybody and in mind, so let's just continue to be
open to all -- to all of the input and not make each
other wrong in the process. Okay, thank you very

much.

CHAIR JOHNSON: Thank you very much.

MR. MINA: Aloha.

. « .END OF PUBLIC TESTIMONY. . .

CHAIR JOHNSON: Vincent was our last testifier signed up.

We have received much material also, so at this time
I would be closing public testimony, and I would ask
that we also receive, if it's all -- you kﬁow, if
it's all right with the rest of the Council members,
that we reéeive all this written material into our
binders. And for the record, I don't know exactly
how much we received, Tamara, but I know it's guite
a lot, so we have a lot of reading to do. The
public testimony portion of the meeting, therefore,
is closed.

But now, because we still have sgome panel
members remaining -- and I'm sorry;.because it's
kind of difficult to balance the public testimony
portion of the meeting and the information that you
share with us and not get a little, you know, long
in the process, but I would like to offer an

opportunity to the Council members to ask guestions
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of the remaining panel members. Do you have any

questions? Councilmember Carroll.

VICE-CHAIR CARROLL: Thank you, Chair. Also I -- these

questions I'll be asking Corporation Counsel
afterwards, but we've heard a lot of testimony over
here, and I have my own strong opinions now, but
what options can any of the panel members tell me
are open to the County to take any action or to the
State or Federal? But specifically, though, if
anybody can tell me anything that as a County, any
actions that we could take that would affect this

GMO, anyone?

CHAIR JOHNSON: Dr. Pang, would you like to address that?

MR. PANG: I think in general local laws that are more

restrictive than Federal laws -- state is more local
than Federal. County's more local than state.

Local laws that are more restrictive than state laws-
stand. They can supersede state laws, except in
civil rights, okay. I mean, that goes opposite. So
if you pass something more restrictive than what‘s
being done to control the GMOs, I think that will
stand. Now, be forewarned, I gave it to Jo Anne a
couple weeks ago, when you review the legislation
that has been proposed, there was one Federal piece

of legislation in 2000 to the U.S. Congress that
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would block your local restrictive rules from
superseding the Federal rules. In/gther words, they
speéifically were watching this, for GMOs. That
didn't pass. But because it was'eveh proposed,

that's what -- a little bit concerns me. Can I just

one more thing, Jo Anne? It's --

CHAIR JOHNSON: Oh, no, please, go on.

MR. PANG: It's a little bit off the subject, but I'm very

taken by the people coming up to give testimony
about human error, you know, that they told us to do
it and guys didn't do it. When we regulate a
product -- for example, diagnostic for malaria. I
could do it. But when we'released it to the pﬁblic
who was supposed to buy it over.the counter, they
couldn't do it. That cértainly comes into the
regulatory and approVal process. If human error
can't make the thing work like it's'supposed to,
then the thing doesn't get moved. It's not a golden
perfect product. We always enter in human errors,
and I've heard it about four or five times now. You
know, they told us, here's the product, do this, and
we couldn't do it. That affects approval of the

product.

CHAIR JOHNSON: Thank you, Dr. Pang. Does that --

VICE-CHAIR CARROLL: That answers that question. And

RALPH ROSENBERG COURT REPORTERS, INC.
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CHAIR

thank you. I had heard that there was a Federal
regulation that would prohibit the counties from
interfering(iand that's why I asked that question,
but I'm gratified to learn that it did not take

effect. I'll give my fellow Council member an

‘opportunity.

JOHNSON: Yes, I know, we've lost two of our Council
members, which we knew would happen, but

Councilmember Pontanilla.

COUNCILMEMBER PONTANILLA: Thank you, Madam Chair. First

of all, I'd like to thank the panel that came here
this afternoon and staying this late. Tell you the
truth, most of the information that was given to us,
I think half of it went over my head. I'm glad that
we got this méferial that we can reviéw. For me,
it's going to be important, because as far as GMO,

it's something new to me. So, really, I appreciate

- the material that was given.

And to the testifiers, you know, both that
supported GMO and those that are organic farmers,
you know, I appreciate your concerns, ‘but as for me,
again, you anw, I learned a lot this afternoon, and
to make a statement in regards to legiSlation of
some kind, it's inappropfiate for me to do it today.

I just need the time to review all the materials,

RALPH RCSENBERG COURT REPORTERS, INC.
(808) 524-2090



PA 9/18/03 131

10

11

12

13

14

15

16

17

18

19

20

21

22

23

24

25

but again, I just want to thank everybody here that
stayed up this late in regards to this important
matter. Thank yvou, Madam Chéir.

CHAIR JOHNSON: Yes, thank you. Councilmember Carroll,

| you had other questions. |

VICE-CHAIR CARROLL: Thank you. Actually, more of a
comment.

CHAIR JOHNSON: Oh, yes.

VICE-CHAIR CARROLL: From the information we received
today, I_would like to -- I am consgidering
legislation that -- hopefully that we could draft,
buﬁ has the Chair have any proposed recommendations?

CHAIR JOHNSON: At this point I had not proposed any
legislation, because I think that the most important
fhing for us to do is to gather information and |
educate ourselves about whether there is a need forv
legislation. There -- we will be visiting with
Corporation Counsel also,.because it's been
indicated that on some level we may not have the
authority to do some of the things that I know
Dr. Pang had suggested, but there are other options
as well.

So this basic meeting today is to provide a
forum to gather information, to also allow people to

educate themselves so that we do know is there a
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problem? Is there not a probleh? We've heard that
there is and we've also heard that there isn't. But
in everything there's balance. And my concern, just
as Chair of the Committee, is that we must protect
the integrity of the agriculture industry in Maui
County. And for me, if‘the perception is out there
that there's a problem, it's just as disconcerting
and it's just as much of a problem than if it's a
reality.

So perhaps we don't know about the reality,
but if the pérception is that -- I think one of the
testifiers said there's Franken plants in Maui
County. I'm concerned that the image that the
global community sees in whatever we export iskgoing
to perhaps be contaminated by that image. And‘it

may be true. It may not be true. I don't know if

we will know for many years to come, but my concern,

Councilmember Carroll, is that we need to protect
the agriculture industry in general from any
possibility of I guess faltering. I would hate to
see our crops not be accepted by other areas of the
country. What would we do? 1It's a whole industry
that survives, so I am really concerned about  that.
And if legislation is appropriate, then I think that

we all need to work toward that.
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VICE-CHAIR CARROLL: In that case, I also think that some

CHAIR

legislation is appropfiate, and I already have in
mind what I would like to propose; However, gince
it is ten to 5;00 and it's been a long day, I would
hope that we could defer this item and at the next
meeting, working with the Staff, come up with some
proposals for some legislation addressing this and

making sure with Corporation Counsel how far we can

"go and what we can do. And also, at the same time,

I would like to explore.at the State level fo see if
there's anything that we can do overvthere to have
more local céntrol.

JOHNSON: Thank you very much, Councilmember
Carroll. And because I do havé'some questions and
because YOu are here right now, one of the questions
that has come up -- and if you don't mind, Council
Members, I just would like to at least ask this one
question, and that is wheh there are expenses that
are let's say involving testing and those expenses,
as one of the testifiers said, have to be borne by
the person to certify let's say their organic crops,
is it not possible to look at some I guess way that
we could I guess pass those costs along to the
people that are creating theipotential impacts, as

opposed to forcing that organic farmer, that person
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that wanté a GMO-free crop to have to pay for that?
Would any of you know the answer to that question?
I gather not.

Well, that will be one of the guestions that -
we;re going to try to answer, then, next time. But
this -- this is something that I always I guess look
at, Whenever an impact is created, whether it's in
land use planning, whether it's on traffic, whether
it's on our environment, any costs that are
associated with impacts that are created, I don't
believe that the people who are creating the impacts
should be free of having to bear that
responsibility. ‘If the impact were not there, the
cost would not be on the part of people who are now
let's say impacted by that.

So if you can all think of that. If you have
any legislation that has been ihtroduéed in other

areas or any means -- and I know Representative

- Kaho'ohalahala is also looking to us from some

direction, this would be one of my concerns. So if
YOu have anything to offer, either this Committee or
just any of the individual Council members in
general, I would really appreciate that.

Corporation Counsel as well. Yes.

MS. WIECZOREK: I wanted to try to answer your question.

RALPH ROSENBERG COURT REPORTERS, INC.
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CHAIR JOHNSON: Yes, Ania, if you could just grab the
microphone. |

MS; WIECZOREK: (Inaudible).

CHAIR JOHNSON: No, please, don't -- it's not being rude.

You just address the body.

MS. WIECZOREK: Okay. So it's too bad that the lady from

organic farmers is not here, because my
understanding is -- but we need someone to clarify

that, is that if an organic farmer takes all

precaution to grow the food as organic, then the

cross-contamination -- they can still sell it as
organic farmer if it's a -- cross-contaminated with
GMO, and that's what I heard talking to USDA

representatives. So that's something that probably

should be checked.

CHAIR

JOHNSON: So that's going to be -- we'll try and get
the information'that we need to check on that also.
Council Members, the hour is late. Councilmember

Pontanilla.

COUNCILMEMBER PONTANILLA: Yeah, just one last comment. I

think one of the testifiers that came up this
afternoon, late thisg afternoon, gaVe us some states
that have already legislated that there be a
moratorium on GMO. Maybe we can get some

information from that one particular testifier as

RALPH ROSENBERG COURT REPORTERS, INC.
(808) 524-2090



"PA 9/18/03 136

10

11

12

13

14

15

16

17

18

19

20

21

22

23

24

25

CHAIR

far as, you know, what states have placed this
moratorium.

The other thing that I want to comment on is
the enforcement of the regulation. I understand
that -- well, several of the testifiers did testify
that some of the regulations weren't being enforced,
so maybe at the next meeting, you know, we can
discuss more on the enforcement.

JOHNSON: Okay, thank you very much, Council
Members.

I want to thank all the members of the
community too for offering their information. We
are not scientists on this Committee. We don't
profess to be, and i believe that any discussion is
healthy when it's an obvious concern that occurs
within any community. So I want to thank all of you
for participating in the dialogue. I think that aﬁy
solutions that you have, whether, you know, you're
either for or against, I always believe that there's
a way that we can compromise and at least agree to
disagree on some subjeéts and try to find common
ground so that we can proceed to protect the
interests'of the entirevcommunity and to assure the
survivability of our agriculture industry. Because

if that does not survive, I'm sure we can't look to
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"~ development and tourism to bail us out. So I want

to see agriculture survive. I think it is
imperati?e, particularly for Maui County.

Sb I want to thank all of you. I
particularly want to thank Staff, because I know
they reproduced a lot of this information at the
11th hour, and I apologize, you know, because I know
this issue comes on thé heels of other issues that
we're dealing with in our Committee. But I thank
all cof you, and this item, withoﬁt objection, will
be deferred so that we can read some of the
materials and then see if there are any legislative.

solutions that are SUpported. So thank you, Staff.

COUNCIL MEMBERS VOICED NO OBJECTIONS.

ACTION: - DEFER pending further discussion.

CHATIR JOHNSON: And thank you, panel participants, for

your participation. Without you, we certainly would
not héve been educated on this subject. 2And if you
would like to participate, either just sitting in
the audience next time as a resource person, I
cértainly welcome that, but I thank you very much
for sharing éll of your insight and your expertise.
With that, Council Members, if there's no

objections, this meeting is adjourned. (Gavel) .

ADJOURN: 4:51 p.m.
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proceedings were taken down by me in machine shorthand and
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supervision; that the foregoing represents to the best of
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proceedings had in the foregoing matter.
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